Order of Service: The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 16, 2020
Video – Sweet Honey in the Rock "In the Morning When I Rise"
Prelude My Lord, What a Morning

Traditional Spiritual, arr. Larry Shackley
Dr. Gukhui Han, Piano

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
People

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God forever and ever.

Collect for Purity (people muted)
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid; cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn Sweet, Sweet Spirit
(Mute your device and sing loudly and joyfully)

Doris Akers

Collect of the Day (people muted)
Celebrant
God be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
Dearest Jesus, come and sit with us today. Show us the lies that are still embedded in the soul of
America’s consciousness. Unmask the untruths we have made our best friends. For they seek our
destruction. And we are being destroyed, Lord. Reveal the ways the lies have distorted and destroyed
our relationships. They break your shalom . . . daily. Jesus, give us courage to embrace the truth about
ourselves and you and our world. Truth: We are all made in your image. Truth: You are God; we are
not. You are God; money is not. You are God; jails, bombs and bullets are not. Amen.
(Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.)

A Reading Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 (people muted)
A reading from the Book of Isaiah.
Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come, and my
deliverance be revealed. And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to
love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and
hold fast my covenant—these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of
prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be
called a house of prayer for all peoples. Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I
will gather others to them besides those already gathered.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 133 Hine Ma Tov

Hebrew Folk Song, arr. Neil Ginsberg
Becky Hasquet, Soloist

Hine ma tov uma naim
shevet achim gam yachad.
Hine ma tov uma naim
shevet achim gam yachad.

Behold how good and how pleasant,
for brothers to dwell together.
Behold how good and how pleasant,
for brothers to dwell together.

REFRAIN
Hine ma tov
shevet achim gam yachad.
Hine ma tov
shevet achim gam yachad.

REFRAIN

Epistle Michael Allen’s Letter to the Church (people muted)
Michael Allen joined St. Luke’s in 2018. In his earlier years, he served the community as a teacher, a
mental health clinician, an advocate for the homeless, and an activist for the wellbeing of children and
families. He is currently employed by a local law enforcement agency as an investigator of incidents
involving the sexual and physical abuse of children.

Video – Let the Circle Be Unbroken (sung by Richie Havens)
The Gospel Matthew 15:10-20, 21-28 (people muted)
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not what goes into the
mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples
approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you
said?” He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a
pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, “Are you also still without
understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into
the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out
of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are
what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” Jesus left that place and went

away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and
started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.”
But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for
she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that
fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done
for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon (people muted)

The Rev. Guy Leemhuis

Silence follows the sermon.

Anthem Vocalise

Sergei Rachmaninoff
George Bullock, Cello & Dr. Gukhui Han, Piano

Affirmation of Faith: Our Creed
(people muted)
We believe in God, the Father almighty;
Creator of the heavens and the earth;
Creator of all peoples and all cultures;
Creator of all tongues and races.
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s Beloved Son;
God made flesh in a person for all humanity,
God made flesh in an age for all ages,
God made flesh in one culture for all cultures,
God made flesh in love and grace for all creation.
We believe in the Holy Spirit
through whom God became incarnate in Jesus Christ,
in whom God is present in our peoples and in our cultures;
through whom, God the Creator of all that exists
gives us power to become new creatures;
the Spirit’s infinite gifts make us one people,
the Body of Jesus Christ.
We believe in the Church universal
because it is a sign of God’s Reign;
whose faithfulness is shown in many hues,
where all colors paint a single landscape,
where all tongues sing God’s praise.

Justo Gonzalez

We believe in the Reign of God—the day of the Great Fiesta,
when all creation’s colors
will form a harmonious rainbow;
when all the peoples will join in joyful banquet,
when all tongues of the universe
will be united in one choir of praise.
And because we believe, we commit ourselves
to believe for those who do not believe,
to love for those who do not love,
to dream for those who do not dream,
until what we expect becomes a reality. Amen.

Anthem We are called

David Haas arr. Mark Hayes
Becky Hasquet, Soloist

Come! Live in the light.
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
We are called to be light for the kingdom,
to live in the freedom of the city of God.

We are called to act with justice,
We are called to love tenderly,
We are called to serve one another,
to walk humbly with God.

We are called to act with justice,
We are called to love tenderly,
We are called to serve one another,
to walk humbly with God.

Sing! Sing a new song!
Sing of that great day when all will be one!
God will reign and we’ll walk with each other
as sisters and brothers united in love

Come! Open your heart!
Show your mercy to all those in fear!
We are called to be hope for the hopeless,
so hatred and violence will be no more.

We are called to act with justice,
We are called to love tenderly,
We are called to serve one another,
to walk humbly with God.

The Prayers of the People
The Leader and People pray responsively.
Leader:
In hope that the arc of history bends toward justice, we lift up our prayers for healing,
saying: Bind us together, O God of love.
For the Church, that its prophetic voice and action may proclaim and claim the challenge to
deconstruct racism breaking the hopeless cycles of poverty, ignorance, prejudice, and despair which
degrade the sacred dignity of humankind, we pray:
Silence — Add your prayers, silently or aloud
Bind us together, O God of love.
For the wonder of creation, that we might use its resources rightly in the service of others and to the
Glory of God, we pray:
Silence — Add your prayers, silently or aloud
Bind us together, O God of love.

For our country, that we might celebrate our racial diversity and the distinctive and rich contributions
of every fiber of our cultural fabric, we pray:
Silence — Add your prayers, silently or aloud
Bind us together, O God of love.
For wise and decisive action on the part of local and national leaders, that the scandal of racism might
be eradicated from our society, and equity and justice established as the law of the land, we pray:
Silence — Add your prayers, silently or aloud
Bind us together, O God of love.
For a reimagining of economic, political, and social systems that have resulted in the disproportionate
suffering and death of people of color throughout our history and as revealed during the COVID-19
pandemic, we pray:
Silence — Add your prayers, silently or aloud
Bind us together, O God of love.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble: For those whose lives are closely linked with
ours, and those connected to us as part of the human family. For refugees and prisoners; for the sick
and suffering; for the lonely and despairing; for those facing violence; for all held down by prejudice
or injustice, we pray:
Silence — Add your prayers, silently or aloud
Bind us together, O God of love.
For all who have died: For the faithful in every generation who have worked for justice; for prophets
who called us to racial reconciliation; for martyrs who died because of hatred; and for all the
communion of saints, we pray:
Silence — Add your prayers, silently or in your hearts
Bind us together, O God of love.
Presider: God of love, You created every human being in your image and you command us to love
each other as you love us. Hear our prayers as we come before you, and inspire us to “do justice, to
love kindness, and to walk humbly with you.” Amen.

Confession and Absolution
The Litany of Reconciliation, based on the seven cardinal sins, was written in 1958 by Canon Joseph
Poole, the first Precentor of the rebuilt Coventry Cathedral, which had been destroyed in World War
II. This Litany is prayed every Friday in the ruins of Coventry Cathedral before the charred cross.
Presider: All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. And so, as a community and as
individuals, let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from class,
Merciful God, forgive.
The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their own,
Merciful God, forgive.
The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste the earth,
Merciful God, forgive.
Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others,
Merciful God, forgive.
Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee,
Merciful God, forgive.
The lust which dishonors the bodies of men, women and children,
Merciful God, forgive.
The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God,
Merciful God, forgive.
Presider: Be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave
you. And may God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Anthem Deep River

Traditional Spiritual arr. Moses Hogan
Becky Hasquet, Soloist

This is one of the most beloved spirituals. The Jordan River symbolizes the Ohio River, a dividing line
between the slave states and the free states. “Campground” implies a place for camp meetings, a type
of gathering that, even though illegal in some areas, served as a vehicle for slaves to commune and
share their sorrows and hopes. The symbolism of “crossing over into campground” has more than one
meaning; returning to Africa, escaping over the Ohio River, the Red River, any other river, really, or
the Mason-Dixon line; or going to heaven.
Deep river, my home is over Jordan.
Deep river, Lord, I want to cross over into campground.
Deep river, my home is over Jordan.
Deep river, Lord, I want to cross over into campground.
Oh, don’t you want to go, to that gospel feast,
That promised land where all is peace.
Deep river, Lord,
I want to cross over into campground.

As we pray the words of The Great Thanksgiving, know that we all are woven together in the Body of
Christ as the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood unites us in heart and spirit.

The Great Thanksgiving (Enriching Our Worship, Eucharistic Prayer A)
Celebrant
People

God be with you.
And also with you.

Celebrant
People

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. For you are the source of light and life,
you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise
you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father
of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Presider and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Presider continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer (people unmuted)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
As this broken bread was scattered over the mountains,
And was gathered together to become one,
So let Your Body of Faithful be gathered together
From the ends of the earth into Your kingdom. (Didache, 1st Century)

Prayer for Spiritual Communion
In union, Blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of Your Church where Your
blessed body and blood are offered, I long to offer You praise and thanksgiving. I believe that
You are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. And since I cannot at this time receive communion,
I pray You to come into my heart, my soul, and my mind. I unite myself to You, and embrace
You with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing separate me from You; let me serve You in
this life until, by Your grace, I join You in Your reign of unending peace. Amen.
(St. Augustine of Hippo)

Blessing of Birthdays and Anniversaries
The Blessing
May God give you grace never to sell yourself short, grace to risk something big for something good,
and grace to remember that the world is too dangerous for anything but truth and too small for
anything but love. In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Announcements
The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

Postlude Lord, I know I been changed

Traditional Spiritual, arr. Larry Shackley
Dr. Gukhui Han, Piano

